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4.3.3 Graduate Completion Requirements

Presentation of Findings

The University Catalog outlines the general process for graduate degree completion, indicating the central role played by faculty.  The faculty participate on all levels, from establishment of program and curriculum through academic advising for master’s and doctoral degree students, development of thesis and dissertation projects, graduate program director responsibilities and roles, and membership on thesis and dissertation advisory committees.  Degree proposals originate with departmental and college committees and progress from there through faculty senate and administrative approval.  Faculty members evaluate student progress, provide guidance, assess results, and develop standards and requirements throughout the process of graduate study on all levels.

In the "Requirements for Graduate Degrees" section of the Catalog, the policies governing the minimal requirements of graduate programs are published.  This section includes the requirement for theses and dissertations, committees, residency, time allowed for degree completion, minimal expectations on program content and accomplishment, and the types and standards of methods used to determine academic progress.  In addition, the Catalog includes descriptions of specific programs, including requirements over and above the minimal requirements established for all graduate programs. 

The descriptions should coincide with University requirements.  However, in some cases they do not appear to match the minimum requirements specified.  For example, not every doctoral program includes the “passing of a written diagnostic examination during the first semester or before completion of nine semester hours in the doctoral program” as specified in the Catalog (p. 62).  In addition, the catalog text for two of the doctoral programs (Oceanography and Ecological Sciences) is inconsistent with University policy on number of hours required for students entering a doctoral program with a bachelor’s degree. 

General requirements for degrees are published in the Catalog.  The Catalog text regarding graduate policies concerning continuance, time limits, validation of out-of-date credits, and registration requirements could be clearer.  For example, policies regarding time limits for graduate degrees and validation of out-of-date credits are not on the same page and appear inconsistent.  Continuance policies are unclear and difficult to calculate, and Catalog text relating to registration requirements that are  not clear and consistent.
Individual graduate degree programs may have requirements for course approval that exceed the general University minimum requirements.  These are listed in the Catalog under each degree program and in program-specific handbooks or materials.  However, the Catalog descriptions of some programs lack specificity. 
The University course approval process ensures that all courses at the 500, 600, 700, and 800 levels are applicable as requirements or electives in at least one graduate degree program.  One course, GRAD 999, is used for continuing enrollment purposes when all other degree credit requirements have been completed.  GRAD 999 is audit-only and does not count toward a degree.
Conclusion
The University is in compliance with the SACS/COC Criteria.

Recommendations

None.

Suggestions

4.3.3/2 of 6. Policies governing these requirements must include the following: the specified period of time for degree completion, requirements governing residency, thesis and dissertation requirements (when applicable), the minimum number of credit hours required for the degree, the minimal acceptable grade-point average, standards for satisfactory academic progress at which the student should apply for candidacy, and the types of qualifying and exit examinations the candidate must pass.

4.3.3/3 of 6. These requirements, along with any others developed by the institution, must be published and distributed to all incoming graduate students and be appropriate to the degree and program being offered.

Graduate continuance policies for probation and suspension should be made clear and easy to calculate.  The policy is under review by the Graduate Administrators Council with the intention of revising and simplifying probation and suspension criteria in the Catalog (p. 58).

Time limits and the policy regarding validation of out-of-date credits are not on the same page in the Catalog and appear inconsistent (pp. 59, 61, 64). These sections should be reviewed and clarified.

Graduate student registration requirements described in the Catalog (p. 57) are not clear and consistent.  The text should be reviewed and revised.

All Catalog copy regarding graduate education should be reviewed to assure clarity and consistency
4.3.3/4 of 6. If individual academic units develop special completion requirements for their graduate programs, these requirements must be published in the official catalog.

All the requirements for the individual doctoral programs listed in the Catalog should be reviewed to assure that they are consistent with the general doctoral degree requirements. 

All program handbooks should be reviewed to assure all program-specific requirements are published in the Catalog.

Must Statement Compliance Table

4.3.3 Graduate Compliance Requirements 

	Must Statement
	Compliance Statement
	Supporting Documentation

Exhibit Numbering Key:

Criteria#/MustStatement#:Exhibit

	4.3.3/1 of 6.  General completion requirements for graduate degrees offered by an institution must be determined by the faculty or an appropriate body representing the faculty.
	Compliance
	4.3.3/01:01 Faculty Senate Constitution, II. Purpose http://web.odu.edu/ao/affairs/catalogs/fac-han/appendix/fac_senate_constitu.htm

4.3.3/01:02 Catalog 2000-02  Individual Graduate Degree program descriptions  http://web.odu.edu/ao/affairs/catalogs/tableofcontents.htm


	4.3.3/2 of 6. Policies governing these requirements must include the following: the specified period of time for degree completion, requirements governing residency, thesis and dissertation requirements (when applicable), the minimum number of credit hours required for the degree, the minimal acceptable grade-point average, standards for satisfactory academic progress at which the student should apply for candidacy, and the types of qualifying and exit examinations the candidate must pass.
	Compliance
	4.3.3/02:01 Catalog 2000-2002, pp. 57-64 Completion of Requirements for Graduate Students, Thesis and Dissertation Procedures, Policy on Validation of  Out-of-Date Graduate Credit, Graduate Continuance Regulations, Graduate Student Registration Requirement, Graduate Pass/Fail Policy, Reinstatement Policy for Suspended Students, Requirements for Graduate Degrees
4.3.3/02:02 Catalog 2000-2002, p. 38, System of Grading
4.3.3/02:03 Catalog 2000-2002, departmental sections

	4.3.3/3 of 6. These requirements, along with any others developed by the institution, must be published and distributed to all incoming graduate students and be appropriate to the degree and program being offered.
	Compliance
	4.3.3/03:01 Catalog 2000-2002

	4.3.3/4 of 6. If individual academic units develop special completion requirements for their graduate programs, these requirements must be published in the official catalog.
	Compliance
	4.3.3/04:01 Catalog 2000-2002, p. 52

4.3.3/04:02 Catalog 2000-2002, Arts & Letters: pp. 70, 75, 76, 79, 80, 84 - 86, 90, 94, 96

4.3.3/04:03 Catalog 2000-2002, Business & Public Administration: pp. 108, 109, 111, 112, 113, 108-115

4.3.3/04:04 Catalog 2000-2002, Darden College of Education: pp. 118, 120, 123, 124-29, 131, 132, 135, 140

4.3.3/04:05 Catalog 2000-2002, Engineering & Technology, pp.  143, 144, 153, 155-161
4.3.3/04:06 Catalog 2000-2002, Health Sciences, pp.  165, 166, 168, 175-6, 178

Sciences: 183,184, 187, 189, 190, 196, 197, 200, 202, 203

4.3.3/04:07 Catalog 2000-2002, PhD in Urban Services, p. 206

	4.3.3/5-6 of 6. All courses offered by an institution for credit must be acceptable as requirements or electives applicable to at least one of its own degree or certificate programs or must be clearly identified on transcripts as not applicable to any of the institution's own degree or certificate programs.
	Compliance
	4.3.3/05:01 Faculty Handbook, P. 217

4.3.3/05:02 Curriculum Development and Change Policies and Procedures Manual, p. 8
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Courses Part of Degree Programs
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Faculty Determination of Degree Requirements
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Policies Governing Determination of Degree Requirements 
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Publication of Requirements
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Special Completion Requirements
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